Questions to prompt a personal response on a first reading:
What do I feel when reading this material?  Why do I feel this way? 

Does this text make me want to read? Why or why not?

What about this text is worth reading for a second time?

How am I challenged or changed in response to this text?

With what questions does this text leave me?

What differences do I see between the author’s observations of the world and my observations?  How can I explain these differences?
Response Questions for a Second Reading: 
Characterization: Who are the main characters?  What are their qualities? Is each character equally important?  Equally well developed?

Language: What devices, such as rhyme, meter, and pauses does the author use to create special emphasis?  How does the author use metaphors and choose words to create visual images?  In what ways are these images tied to the meaning of the text?

Narrator, POV:  Who is speaking?  What is the narrator’s personality and how does this affect the telling?  Is the narrator omniscient in the sense that he/she can read into the thoughts of every character?  If not, how is the narrator’s vision limited?

Plot:  How does the writer sequence events so as to maintain the reader’s attention?  Which actions are central?  How are other, subsidiary actions, linked to the central ones?  What patterning to the plot do you see?  Are there ways in which the plot structure and theme are related?  

Structure:  In what ways can you, (or does the author) divide the whole poem or story into component parts – according to theme? Plot? Setting? Stanza?  How are these parts related? 
Setting:  Where does the story take place?  How significant is the setting to the meaning of the text?  

Symbolism:  Are any symbols operating, any objects that (like a flag) create for readers emotional, political, religious, or other associations?   If so, how do these symbols function in the poem, story or play?

Theme:  What large issues does this text raise?  Through which characters, events, or specific lines are the questions/issues raised?  To what extent does the text answer these questions?  

