English 11 Letter-Essay Template

________, 2010

Dear Ms. Lalonde:






Sincerely,
A. Reader

A. Reader

Paragraph 1:  In this paragraph, you must: 


introduce the book:  give the title, author, and the genre of the book.


introduce yourself as a reader.  (e.g., what drew you to the book; who recommended it to you and why; what you typically read and how this book fits or is different from that; how this book helped you with your reading goal; and/or why this book was challenging for you)





Paragraph 2a:  In this part of the paragraph, you must introduce the passage you have chosen from the novel.  Tell who says it (a character or the narrator), where it comes in the book (very beginning, in the middle, after the climax), and, if needed, a little about what happened led up to this passage.





Paragraph 2b:  In this part of the paragraph, accurately quote the passage you chose. The passage should:


Be maximum 100 words long, indented on both sides, with page #


Show something important about the book (e.g., character description, story climax, important thoughts/feelings, an example of the author’s style, etc.)





Paragraph 2c:  In this part of the paragraph, write about what the passage shows about the book—see the examples given above about what the passage might show about the book.  This part of the paragraph should NOT re-tell the passage; rather, you should explain why the passage is important.   This part of the passage paragraph should be the longest—longer than the introduction to the passage, and longer than the passage itself!





Paragraph 3:  In this paragraph, share your thinking on one or two things about the book other than the passage.  Some ideas you can choose from are:  


What you noticed about how the author wrote—his or her style, point of view, vocabulary, etc.


What you think the themes or big ideas might be


What surprised you about the book and why


Questions you had about the author, characters, plot, or narrative voice 


Things you noticed/learned about yourself as a reader; questions about yourself as a reader


Connections you made between the book and your own life, or another book you read


Be sure to have examples to support your ideas.  You might include a couple of quotations to illustrate your points!


This paragraph can be split into 2 paragraphs if you have a lot to say and/or if you talk about two of the above topics.  





Paragraph 4:  Use a short paragraph to wrap up your letter-essay.  You can write a recommendation (or warning!) about the book, sum up your thinking about it, discuss how it impacted you, give it a rating, suggest a follow-up title, share a realization you had about the book or yourself as a reader…etc!  Again, you may wish to include a quotation to support some of your ideas.











