English 11 Letter-Essay Rubric (November 2008)

	Aspect
	Not Yet Meeting

Expectations (1)
	Minimally Meeting Expectations (2)
	Fully Meeting Expectations (3)
	Exceeding Expectations (4)

	Meaning 

-analysis/interpretation (elements, literary devices, themes, writing/style)

-personal response (questions, connections, thoughts/responses)

-supporting details (references to text, quotations/passages)
	-analysis/interpretation is illogical, missing, and/or not developed beyond basic statements of “fact”

-personal response is minimal, unclear, no explained and/or missing

-unable to provide support for ideas from, or make references to, the text
	-analysis/interpretation is generally logical and clear but shows gaps in thinking

-personal response is clear but not fully explained or elaborated at times

-supporting details are vague and unconvincing, with little attempt to integrate them into writing
	-analysis/interpretation is logical, and shows depth in thinking at times

-personal response is fully explained/elaborated and shows depth in places

-supporting details are relevant and integrated into the writing
	-analysis/interpretation is logical, thorough and often shows insight; may take risks with thinking

-personal response is well-explained/elaborated and often insightful

-supporting details are well-chosen and smoothly integrated into the writing 

	Form 

-organization

-transitions

-paragraphing

-conclusion
	-little sense of organization or structure

-few transitions are used; jumps from idea to idea

-written as a single paragraph or has illogical paragraph breaks

-conclusion is minimal, illogical, weak, or missing 
	-generally logical organization; order of ideas may be ineffective

-transitions are used but not always effectively

-logical paragraphing but some are poorly structured

-short or formulaic but logical conclusion
	-logically structured

-transitions make explicit links between ideas

-individual paragraphs are logically structured

-clear conclusion follows logically from the big ideas; may have an engaging idea or question
	-structure appears natural and is smooth and logical

-well-chosen transitions create unity and flow

-individual paragraphs are effectively developed

-conclusion is satisfying and leaves reader with something to think about

	Conventions 

-impact of errors on writing

-letter-writing conventions
	-frequent, noticeable errors make it hard to read

-errors are often in basic sentences, words, or punctuation
	-noticeable errors; could be fixed with proofreading

-errors are sometimes in more basic sentences, words, or punctuation
	-few errors, which do not affect meaning

-errors are usually in more complex sentences, words, or punctuation
	-few, if any errors present

-errors are generally subtle and in complex sentences, words, or punctuation; few to no basic errors
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