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Historical Significance

Grade 10 Historical Thinking and Literacy Benchmark Task on Historical Significance

Title: Events that Shaped Canadian Identify
Time Requirement: approximately 6 periods of 75 min each

Description of Task

The teacher will present students with the following scenario: A delegation of visitors from overseas is coming to their area. The class has been asked to develop a display depicting important events that helped shape elements of our current Canadian identity. The teacher will select a historical period that the class has studied for the students to present. The students' work will be on display at a reception for the visitors. 

Within this time frame, each student will select two or more events or people that he or she considers to have historical significance in shaping an element of Canadian identity. Each student will then research background materials, and select which one event or person is most significant in shaping Canadian identity. Students will then create an original visual representation of the event, or person and write a supporting statement of 3 – 5 paragraphs (300 – 500 words) evaluating the significance of their choice. Students will demonstrate how this event or person is significant by showing how it is very important to the larger history of the period and by showing how it clarifies our understanding of an enduring or emerging issue in Canadian history.

Students will justify their choice of visual images used to represent the event or person. (Visuals may be representational or symbolic.  For example, students may use the Canadian flag as a symbol of Canadian identity, regardless of the time period in which the chosen event occurred.)

Final Product

The final product will consist of:

· a visual representation of an event or person shaping an element of Canadian identity

· a supporting statement of 3 – 5 paragraphs (300 – 500 words) that evaluates why their selection is the most significant event or person of the period and justify the choice of visual images used to represent it

· a bibliography that includes all sources used by the student in completing the necessary research for this task

Note: The bibliography will not be evaluated as part of the exemplar task but is required to ensure that students list all the sources used in their research. Teachers should advise students that any quotes taken directly from a source must be appropriately recognized.

Teacher Resources

Ensure that the following materials and resources are available for students: print materials (e.g. textbooks, Canadiana scrapbooks, and magazines) Internet access, if available.

Teachers should also have access to 

1. Case, Roland and Mike Denos; Teaching about Historical Thinking in Tools for historical Understanding series: The Critical Thinking Consortium, Vancouver, 2006

2. Historica Minutes, copyright Historica Foundation

3. Seixas, Peter; “Benchmarks of Historical Thinking: A Framework for Assessment in Canada”, (paper) Centre for the Study of Historical Consciousness, UBC, 2006
4. Donovan, M. Suzanne and John D. Bransford, , Editors; How Students Learn History in the Classrooom: The National Academies Press, Washington, 2001

5. Wineburg, Sam; Historical Thinking and Other Unnatural Acts; Charting the Future of Teaching the Past; Temple University Press, Philadelphia, 2001

Assessment and Evaluation

Self- and peer assessments of the draft supporting statements and preliminary designs will help to ensure that the students are completing all of the elements of the task. Students will use the Self/Peer Assessment Checklist (Appendix B) to complete the assessment.

The final product will be assessed by the teacher using the task-specific rubric.

Expectations Addressed in the Task

Historical Thinking

Students will understand that historical significance may be a consequence of an event's

a) resulting in change. (The event/person/development had deep consequences, for many people, over a long period of time.) and/or

b) being revealing. (The event/person/development sheds light on enduring or emerging issues in history and contemporary life or was important at some stage in history within the collective memory of a group or groups.)

CHC2P

Students will:

Overall Expectations

1. explain how local, national, and global influences have helped shape Canadian identity;

2.  describe how individual Canadians have contributed to the development of Canada and its emerging sense of identity. 
3. interpret and analyse information gathered through research, employing concepts and approaches appropriate to historical inquiry;

Specific Expectations

4. express ideas, arguments, and conclusions, as appropriate for the audience and purpose, using a variety of oral, written, and visual forms (e.g., reports, essays, biography projects, opinion pieces, feature articles, visual essays, oral reports, debates, role playing, group presentations);
5. draw conclusions on the basis of relevant and sufficient supporting evidence.*

* Note that the term “evidence” is used in the common sense of the word and is different from the specific conceptual meaning that is used in Benchmarks.  

CHC2D 

Students will:

Overall Expectations
1. explain how local, national, and global influences have helped shape Canadian identity;
2. assess how individual Canadians have contributed to the development of Canada and the country’s emerging sense of identity;

3. interpret and analyse information gathered through research, employing concepts and approaches appropriate to historical inquiry;

Specific Expectations

4. express ideas, arguments, and conclusions, as appropriate for the audience and purpose, using a variety of styles and forms (e.g., reports, essays, debates, role playing, group presentations);

5. draw conclusions and make reasoned generalizations or appropriate predictions on the basis of relevant and sufficient supporting evidence;

Teacher Instructions
Prior Knowledge and Skills
To complete this task, students should have:

· an understanding of the history of the selected period

· experience with research methods

· an understanding of the concepts of national identity and *historical significance
· experience in writing supporting statements

· experience in preparing a bibliography

Accommodations

Accommodations that are normally provided in the regular classroom for students with special needs should be provided in the administration of this performance task.

You may wish to review the relevant course profile for specific suggestions for accommodations appropriate for students in special education programs.

Materials and Resources

Ensure that the following materials and resources are available for students

Print materials (e.g. textbooks, Canadian a scrapbooks, magazines)

Internet access, if available

Art supplies

Rubric

Introduce the task-specific rubric when you begin to discuss the task with the students.

Review the rubric with the students and ensure that each student understands the criteria and the descriptions of achievement at each level.

Some students may perform below level 1. It will be important to note the characteristics of their work in relation to the criteria in the assessment rubric and to provide feedback to help them improve.

Developing prior knowledge of Historical Significance for the Exemplar Task 

Note: In addition to the pre-tasks below, teachers will select and create other pre-task activities that in their judgment students will need.  Many activities would already have been incorporated in previous studies as part of the general learning of historical concepts. The following are pre-task activities that have been developed by Mike Denos, Roland Case and the Critical Thinking Consortium.
Introducing the concept of Historical Significance to students

The following are samples of activities outlined by Roland Case in “Teaching about Historical Thinking”.  Student activity sheets are also available for each activity.
Teaching the meaning of significance

· Explore significance of personal events
- students can write about events that they believe are the most significant to themselves and to share their choices in order to promote a discussion on the patterns in the students’ choices (see Mike Denos and Roland Case, , Teaching about Historical Thinking, page 12)
· Infer significance in account 
- students browse their textbooks for significant events/persons and to discuss factors that make them important (see Mike Denos and Roland Case, Teaching about Historical Thinking page 12)

Explore the role of perspectives in significance

· Develop consensus on national or global events (see Mike Denos and Roland Case, Teaching about Historical Thinking, page 12)

· Rewrite history (see Mike Denos and Roland Case, Teaching about Historical Thinking, page 12)

Introducing criteria for significance

· Assess personal events in light of the criteria (see Mike Denos and Roland Case, Teaching about Historical Thinking, page 13 and Blackline Master #1 on page 80)

The Task (approximately 6  periods @ 75 min. each)
Pre-Task Activity #1: Introduction of task; brainstorming
Time Required: 75 minutes

Teaching/Learning Strategies

1. Introduce the task and task specific rubric to the students and outline the time allotment.

2. With the class, thoroughly review the concepts of Canadian identity and historical significance. 

3. Remind students of a selected historical period that has already been covered in the course.
4. Divide students into small groups and instruct them to brainstorm key events and people from the selected historical period.

5. Debrief the brainstorming session by asking students to identify from this historical period events or people that they believe to be historically significant and helped to shape an element of Canadian identity.
6. Explain that in the next activity, they will be applying criteria to narrow down their choices.
Pre-Task Activity #2: Using Criteria of Historical Significance
Task Description and Objectives: 

Students apply criteria of historical significance to make a judgment concerning which person or event is the most significant to the development of Canadian identity.

Time Required: 45 – 60 minutes

Resources, Materials and Preparation Needed for this Activity

· Access to Historica Minutes via website <http://www.histori.ca/minutes/section.do?className=ca.histori.minutes.entity.ClassicMinute> or DVD.  Note that the DVD is available through Tippet Medianet < http://media.tdsb.on.ca/av/>. 

· Comparing Historical Significance template

Teaching/Learning Strategies 

1. In small groups, students brainstorm a list of words or ideas that they associate with Canadian identity.

2. Teacher leads a class discussion on the nature of Canadian identity and why an event or person from the past might be seen as a significant contributor or symbol of some element of Canadian identity.

3. Teacher reviews the criteria that can be applied for determining historical significance: 

· The extent that the person/event was recognized at the time and had a deep impact on many people.

· Why and how the person/event is remembered over time?

· The extent that the person/event reveals or clarifies our understanding of a current or developing issue that exists in Canada today.

4. Provide students with the worksheet Finding Significance Template, Appendix A and review the requirements of the activity.

5. Show 5 Historica Minutes as appropriate to the current content being taught or as decided by the teacher.  Note that choosing Minutes that depict some aspect of Social History will help develop a broader understanding beyond military and political history.
6. Teacher may decide to show each minute more than once and have students fill out the left column of the template Brief Description of the person/event.

7. Once the Minutes have been previewed, students are asked to jot down points as to why each person/event might be considered historically significant based on the previous criteria discussed.

8. Students discuss in their small groups their individual ranking and work to reach a consensus as to which person/event they deem to be most historically significant in terms of contributing or symbolizing some element of Canadian identity.

9. Each group briefly presents and justifies their decision based on the criteria for historical significance.

Assessment Tools and Strategies

· teacher assesses the decision reached by each group using the culminating task specific rubric

Accommodations/Modifications

Teacher may show Historica Minutes multiple times based on student needs. Teacher may decide to show fewer minutes or some other familiar source to students.

Extensions

Teacher may have students do more research on two or more of the selected topics and complete a more comprehensive comparative template. This research could lead more directly to the culminating task.

Pre-Task Activity #3: Introducing Concept of Canadian Identity
Task Description and Objectives:  

Introduce students to the idea of Canadian identity and to the role that symbols have in our lives.  They will relate some of these symbols to Canadian identity.

Time Required: 45 – 60 minutes
Resources, Materials and Preparation Needed for this Activity

· Select and reproduce a page full of symbols that can be accessed by Googling “symbols, Canada”

· A large projector image of one of the symbols like the beaver

Teaching/Learning Strategies:  

1. Divide the class into mixed ability groups.
2. Teacher leads a class discussion on what symbols are and how and why they are used.
3. Teacher conducts a think aloud about a list of characteristics associated with Canadian identity, e.g., English/French relations, democratic socialism, British parliamentary system, Mosaic vs. Melting pot, geophysical regionalism, internationalism.
4. Teacher conducts a think aloud about how the beaver is a symbol of Canada, this could include discussing the attributes of the beaver and how we would like to think of ourselves as being industrious, or how the beaver represents Canada’s resource rich land.

5. Hand out the page of reproduced symbols.
6. In their small groups, have students discuss how each symbol represents an aspect of Canadian identity and have them select their choice of the best symbols.
7. Teacher debriefs discoveries of each group.
Assessment Tools and Strategies:

- discussion and observation
Accomodations/Modifications:

The teacher may choose groups to ensure a balance of strengths amongst the students

The teacher could provide a brief description of or discuss how each symbol describes an aspect of Canadian identity at the beginning of the task

Extensions

Assign as homework and ask students to design their own symbol that represents Canadians.
Pre-Task Activity #4:  Research and Developing Drafts of Visual Representation and Supporting Statement:

Time Required: 215 minutes
1. Provide students with the opportunity to research background information on their selected events and people. Instruct them to use the Research Organizer (Appendix B) to assist them with the selections and research process. 
2. Instruct students to follow these steps when researching the events or people:

· gather information about their choices, keeping track of sources used;

· use Comparing Significance template from Teaching about Historical Thinking in Tools for historical Understanding, page 80 to determine the most significant event/person

· build an argument that clearly explains the impact of the chosen event/person on Canadian identity;

· support the argument with information that they judged to be most significant

3. Ask students to plan and produce a preliminary version of their original visual representation. They may include images, symbols, drawings, and sketches. Copyrighted material must not be used.
4. Ask students to draft a supporting statement that evaluates the significance of the event/person they have selected and justifies the choice of images and symbols used in the visual representation. The supporting statement should be approximately three hundred words in length.

5. Have students conduct a  self and peer assessment of their preliminary visual representation and draft supporting statement, using the Self/Peer Assessment Checklist provided (Appendix C).

Pre-Task Activity #5: Completion of the final product
Time Required: 75 minutes
1. Ask students to prepare a final copy of their illustration on the Visual Template provided (Appendix C).

2. Ask students to write a final copy of their supporting statement and bibliography.

3. Collect final copies for teacher evaluation.

Appendices

Appendix A: Finding Significance Template 
Appendix B: Research Organizer 
Appendix C: Self/Peer Checklist
Appendix D: Visual Template

Academic Task Specific Assessment Rubric for Historical Significance

	Criteria
	LEVEL 1
	LEVEL 2
	LEVEL 3
	LEVEL 4

	Knowledge and Understanding: (Knowledge of topic and understanding of historical significance)
	Demonstrates limited knowledge of the changing nature of Canadian identity and the factors that shape it.

Demonstrates limited understanding that people recognized and/or were deeply affected by the event or person.


	Demonstrates some knowledge of the changing nature of Canadian identity and the factors that shape it.

Demonstrates some understanding that people recognized and/or were deeply affected by the event or person.
	Demonstrates considerable knowledge of the changing nature of Canadian identity and the factors that shape it.

Demonstrates considerable understanding that people recognized and/or were deeply affected by the event or person.
	Demonstrates thorough knowledge of the changing nature of Canadian identity and the factors that shape it. 

Demonstrates a thorough understanding that people recognized and/or were deeply affected by an event or person.

	Thinking 

(Critical, creative thinking processes, decision making process, research process)
	Demonstrates limited aspects of critical thinking by investigating and selecting criteria and evidence that show how the chosen event/person is historically significant.

Justifies the original visual as a representation of the selected event or person with limited effectiveness


	Demonstrates some critical thinking by investigating and selecting criteria and evidence that show how the chosen event/person is historically significant.

Justifies the original visual as a representation of the  selected event or person with some effectiveness
	Demonstrates considerable critical thinking by investigating and selecting criteria and evidence that show how the chosen event/person is historically significant. 

Justifies the original visual as a  representation of the selected event or person with considerable effectiveness
	Demonstrates thorough critical thinking by investigating and selecting criteria and evidence that show how the chosen event/person is historically significant.

Justifies the original visual as a representation  of the selected event or person in a highly effective manner

	Communication:

(Awareness of  audience, organization of  ideas on topic,  interesting and engaging)


	Expresses ideas on the topic and its connection with historical significance and Canadian identity with limited clarity and provides limited interest and engagement to the intended audience


	Expresses ideas on the topic and its connection with historical significance and Canadian identity with some clarity is somewhat interesting and engaging to the intended audience
	Expresses ideas on the topic and its connection with historical significance and Canadian identity with considerable clarity is  quite interesting and engaging to the intended audience
	Expresses ideas on the topic and its connection with historical significance and Canadian identity with great clarity is very interesting and engaging to the intended audience

	Application: 

(Use of knowledge and skills to make connections within and between various contexts)
	Demonstrates with limited effectiveness how an event, person is significant to Canadian identity beyond a specific time or how it clarifies understanding of an enduring or emerging issue
	Demonstrates with some effectiveness how an event or person is significant to 

Canadian identity beyond a specific time and place and how it clarifies understanding of an enduring or emerging issue.
	Demonstrates with considerable effectiveness how an event or person is significant to Canadian identity beyond a specific time and place and how it clarifies understanding of an enduring or emerging issue.
	Demonstrates in a highly effective manner how an event or person is significant to Canadian identity beyond a specific time and place and how it clarifies understanding of an enduring or emerging issue 




Applied Task Specific Assessment Rubric for Historical Significance

	Criteria
	LEVEL 1
	LEVEL 2
	LEVEL 3
	LEVEL 4

	Knowledge and Understanding: (Knowledge of topic and understanding of historical significance)
	Demonstrates limited knowledge of the elements that define Canadian identity. 
Demonstrates limited understanding that people recognized and/or were deeply affected by the event or person.


	Demonstrates some knowledge of the elements that define Canadian identity. 
Demonstrates some understanding that people recognized and/or were deeply affected by the event or person.
	Demonstrates considerable knowledge of the elements that define Canadian identity. 
Demonstrates considerable understanding that people recognized and/or were deeply affected by the event or person.
	Demonstrates thorough knowledge of the elements that define Canadian identity. 
Demonstrates a thorough understanding that people recognized and/or were deeply affected by an event or person.

	Thinking 

(Critical, creative thinking processes, decision making process, research process)
	Demonstrates limited aspects of critical thinking by investigating and selecting criteria and evidence that show how the chosen event/person is historically significant.

Justifies the original visual as a representation of the selected event or person with limited effectiveness


	Demonstrates some critical thinking by investigating and selecting criteria and evidence that show how the chosen event/person is historically significant.

Justifies the original visual as a representation of the  selected event or person with some effectiveness
	Demonstrates considerable critical thinking by investigating and selecting criteria and evidence that show how the chosen event/person is historically significant. 

Justifies the original visual as a  representation of the selected event or person with considerable effectiveness
	Demonstrates thorough critical thinking by investigating and selecting criteria and evidence that show how the chosen event/person is historically significant.

Justifies the original visual as a representation  of the selected event or person in a highly effective manner

	Communication:

(Awareness of  audience, organization of  ideas on topic,  interesting and engaging)


	Expresses ideas on the topic and its connection with historical significance and Canadian identity with limited clarity and provides limited interest and engagement to the intended audience


	Expresses ideas on the topic and its connection with historical significance and Canadian identity with some clarity is somewhat interesting and engaging to the intended audience
	Expresses ideas on the topic and its connection with historical significance and Canadian identity with considerable clarity is  quite interesting and engaging to the intended audience
	Expresses ideas on the topic and its connection with historical significance and Canadian identity with great clarity is very interesting and engaging to the intended audience

	Application: 

(Use of knowledge and skills to make connections within and between various contexts)
	Demonstrates with limited effectiveness how an event, person is significant to Canadian identity beyond a specific time or how it clarifies understanding of an enduring or emerging issue
	Demonstrates with some effectiveness how an event or person is significant to 

Canadian identity beyond a specific time and place and how it clarifies understanding of an enduring or emerging issue.
	Demonstrates with considerable effectiveness how an event or person is significant to Canadian identity beyond a specific time and place and how it clarifies understanding of an enduring or emerging issue.
	Demonstrates in a highly effective manner how an event or person is significant to Canadian identity beyond a specific time and place and how it clarifies understanding of an enduring or emerging issue 




Appendix A- Finding Significance Template

After you watch each Historica Minute, briefly describe the person/event. After watching all the Minutes, fill in the right column based on the following criteria:

· how it deeply affected many people 

· why and how an event/person is remembered over time

· how it clarifies understanding of an enduring or emerging issue

	Brief Description of Person/Event
	Why Historically Significant

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Which of the above would you consider to have the greatest impact or best symbolize an element of Canadian identity? Be prepared to justify your choice.
Appendix B : Research Organizer

	Event/Person Influencing Canadian Identity
	Date of event
	Criteria for Significance
	              Supporting Ideas
	          Possible Designs

	
	
	
	
	


Sources Used

Appendix C:

Self/peer checklist

	Considerations
	Yes
	No

	Historical period is identified


	
	

	Event/person is identified by name


	
	

	Statement explains criteria used for evaluating historical significance of chosen event/person


	
	

	Statement explains how the event/person meets the criteria and impacted on Canadian identities


	
	

	Event/person lends itself to both aspects of significance


	
	

	Illustration depicts an event/person that helped to shape an element of Canadian identity


	
	

	Statement justifies the choice of illustration


	
	

	Statements are clearly written


	
	

	Spelling and punctuation have been checked


	
	

	A bibliography is included


	
	


Appendix D – Visual Template  

Name of Event/person ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________________

Historical Significance
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