



















Article 2


Chateau Clique - Too Much Power


June 14, 1836


Something must be done about the wealthy English and the few French businessmen who are always at the Governors mansions. They have too much power and have too great an influence on the decisions of the governor and his unelected council. . . . 








Article 1


Is Canada the Next Texas?


March 15, 1837


Canadians fear that Canada is next on the US annexation list as less than one year ago Texas was claimed by the US. Many Americans living in the Great Lakes border region support acquiring the rich farmland to the north and the chant of ‘Finish the Revolution’ can be heard at rallies. Ohio newspapers even compare the rebels of 1837 to their heroes of 1776 . . . 








Article 4


Parti Patriote Present their Demands


February 22, 1834


The nationalist French party, the Parti Patriote, presented their ninety-two resolutions to the Lower Canada House of Assembly yesterday. Some of their resolutions state that:


• the House of Assembly has tried to adopt the government in Britain 


• The Constitutional Act, 1791, gave too much power to an unelected government.


• The Legislative Council should be elected.


• The Government need not be just like the British government.


• the executive council’s claims to control revenues is against what the constitution states.








Article 3


Colborne Asks for Help


November 25, 1837


The lieutenant governor of Upper Canada, Sir Francis Bond Head, confirmed today that General Colborne asked for more soldiers to be sent to Montreal to put down the rebellion. . . 








Article 5


Defeated Again


August 8, 1835


Once again we see that the government of Lower Canada favours the interests of the wealthy English businessmen. Farmers need roads not canals but the governor and his council decided that taxes from farmers must pay for unnecessary canals that greatly benefit businessmen. . . .








Article 6


Violence in Lower Canada Countryside


October 30, 1837


This month has seen an increase in violence in much of Canada and especially in the Richelieu Valley. The Patriotes, led by Louis Joseph Papineau, have harassed local officials who refused to support their cause. The hotbed for rebellion appears to be Saint-Benoît and Saint-Eustache in the county of Two Mountains, or Saint-Denis and Saint-Charles in the Richelieu Valley. . . .








Article 7


Patriotes Crushed at St. Charles


November 25, 1837


Determined to crush the rebellion, Colonel Wetherall led 425 soldiers to attack the Patriote stronghold of St. Charles in the Richelieu Valley, Lower Canada. Met with fierce resistance from an inexperienced group of 250 poorly equipped rebels Wetherall gained victory leaving 150 Patriotes dead but only 7 soldiers. . . .








Article 8


Second Rebellious Action Hits Upper Canada


December 14, 1837


Leading a group of rebels Dr. Charles Duncombe and his associate Eliakim Malcolm failed to defeat the loyal militia near the village of Scotland. It was an easy victory that sent the rebel leaders and their men running from the well-trained militia. . . . 











Article 10


Radical Jack Arrives in Montreal


May 20, 1838


This newspaper has learned that George Lambton, better known as Lord Durham, has been sent to Quebec to investigate the crises that resulted in rebellion. . . .








Article 9


Rebel Violence Hits York, Upper Canada


December 5, 1837


Former mayor, newspaper editor and rabble-rouser William Lyon Mackenzie led a group of 800 rebels down Yonge Street to over throw the government. Inspired by the rebellion in Lower Canada, Mackenzie, wearing several overcoats for protection from militia muskets, seized the opportunity as most of the soldiers were fighting in the neighbouring colony. Fortunately a small group of militia and volunteers defended the city and prevented Mackenzie from achieving his goal. . . .











Article 12 


The Canadas are Safe - Rebels Leaders in Exile


December 28, 1837


There is more to celebrate this season than Christmas. This newspaper has learned that the rebel leaders of Upper Canada have all fled to the United States. Mackenzie, Duncombe and others are said to have found safe haven in the country that once was victorious in their own rebellion. . . .











Article 11


Habitants Dominate


September 15, 1836


It should be expected that the great majority of people, the French farmers, elected the most representatives in the legislature. Hopefully, the habitants’ representatives, led by Louis Joseph Papineau, can put pressure on the governor and his unelected council to do something that benefits the farmers instead of the businessmen. . . .








Article 14


Responsible Government . . .  Finally


April 26 1849.


Lord Elgin made a difficult decision yesterday and signed the Rebellion Losses Bill that paid the people of Lower Canada for losses suffered during the rebellions of 1837. Although people in Upper Canada already received compensation the English dominated council refused to support the legislature that supported the Act. Elgin’s wise decision finally shows that Canada’s unelected council must follow the decisions of the elected representatives. . . 














Article 13


Upper Canada Rebels Sent Fleeing


December 7, 1837


Used as a base for rebellion, Montgomery’s Tavern, just north of the city, was the scene of fighting as 1000 militia attacked Mackenzie and malcontents. The surprise attack sent the rebels fleeing after a brief, but violent encounter. . . .








Article 15


Rebellion Begins in Lower Canada


November 23, 1837


Over 800 Patriotes led by Dr. Wolfred Nelson achieved a victory at St. Denis today defeating the small group of 300 British regulars (soldiers) that were sent from Upper Canada to stop any violence. After a fierce six hour battle and with their ammunition running low, General Gore ordered his men to retreat leaving 12 soldiers and 13 Patriotes dead. . . .








Article 16 


Rebels Executed


April 12, 1838


The governor has taken extreme action to end rebellion in the Canadas. Rebel leader Samuel Lount and rebel Peter Matthews were hanged for treason today. In recent weeks dozens of other rebels were shipped off to Australia. . . .








Article 18


Soldiers Seek to Arrest Patriot Leaders


November 16, 1837


After urging habitants to boycott British goods Lord Russell had enough of Patriot trouble makers and sent the military to arrest the Leaders. The leaders, however, had fled to the country readying themselves for an armed . . . 








Article 17


The Canadas are United


February 11, 1841


Following the recommendations of the Durham Report a single parliament was established yesterday with equal representation based on population. The Act forbade the use of French for government use and prohibited the certain French institutions related to education and civil law. We fear a return to violence as leaders in Lower Canada oppose the anti-French measures they claim seek to assimilate the French population. . . .








Article 21


Lord Russell Rejects an Elected Legislative Council


March 6, 1837


Britain’s home secretary rejected the demands for an elected Legislative Council that is responsible to the elected assembly because . . . .








Article 20


Patriotes Defeated at St. Eustache, Lower Canada


December 15, 1837


Soldiers led by attacked the rebel stronghold of St. Eustache yesterday. Colonel Colborne’s force of 1500 men equipped with cannons and cavalry attacked. After two hours of cannon fire the rebels, led by Dr. Jean-Olivier Chénier fled the village church. The battle left 70 Patriotes and 3 soldiers dead. . . 








Article 19


Peace Returns to Quebec


January 5, 1838


After the ferocious battles in Quebec peace seems to have finally returned. British soldiers who burned the houses of rebels and terrorized the surrounding communities have left and hundreds of rebels have been arrested including the leader Dr. Wolfred Nelson. Louis Joseph Papineau remains in exile in the United States. . . .








Article 22


Rebels Pay a High Price for Treason


May 30, 1838


Now that the rebellions have been put down the courts have used a heavy hand on the participants. Hundreds of rebels, both poor farmers and young idealists, were convicted of high treason. Seventeen men from Upper Canada and 12 men from Lower Canada were executed. More than 140 rebels were loaded on ships and sent to Australian prison camps where they can rebel no more. . .  .








Article 23


 March 21, 1837


Once again Lord Russell rejected the Patriote demands. The response of the Patriotes was swift as they began to boycott British goods and organize rallies. . .








Article 25 


Mackenzie Blasts the Government


March 16, 1831


William Lyon Mackenzie reported to the House of Assemble his concerns with the poor state of representation in the colony’s government. He notes that there is excessive taxation for projects that benefit too few and that there are many unqualified people in the government. . . .








Article 24


Legislative Council in Conflict With Assembly


October 1836


The Legislative Council, that unelected group close to the Governor once again is in conflict with the elected assembly. Often accused of having too much say over spending, controlling clergy reserves and land grants and government workers is using their power to benefit themselves. This group, who does not have to follow the wishes of the elected assembly . . . 








Article 29


Tensions Rise in the Canadas


October 2, 1837


People in Upper and Lower Canada are facing desperate times. The worldwide economic downturn is hurting business as are the crop failures of this year. The habitants of Lower Canada are alarmed with the increased immigration from the British Isles. Not only are many of these people arriving with cholera but also the habitants fear they will lose their culture as many of them seek to settle in Lower Canada. . . .








Article  26


Anglican Church Remains Powerful


February 15, 1834


Bishop Strachan and the Anglican clergy remain a powerful influence in government. They alone receive land grants of one - seventh of all land in Upper Canada. Members of the Family Compact all belong to the Anglican Church. . . .








Article 27


Family Compact Plays Favorites


July 12, 1837


Sir Francis Bond Head continues to play favorites and selected members of his inner circle to sit in the Executive and Legislative Council. These men who share similar thoughts and interests can never be expected to do anything that would threaten their power. . . .








Article 30


Lord Durham Meets With Moderates


July 22, 1838


Moderate leaders Robert Baldwin and Louis-Hippolyte Lafontaine have joined to provide a voice of reason in this time of turmoil. Baldwin recently met with Lord Durham to discuss his plans for establishing responsible government. Baldwin later urged Lafontaine to join him in an alliance to rebuild the colonies. . . .








Article 28


French Nationalism Rising


May 24, 1835


Ever since the renaming of the Parti Canadien to the Parti Patriote in 1826 this group has become increasingly radical. Louis Joseph Papineau has become more and more radical in his efforts to promote the French culture, rights and interests. We can only hope that the moderates, led by Louis-Hippolyte LaFontaine can gain support of the majority of Francophones in the next few years. . . . 











