1841:  ACT OF UNION

Following the Rebellions in Upper and Lower Canada (1834-1837), the British government sent Lord Durham to Canada.  His purpose was to find out the cause of the Rebellions and come up with a solution.   Lord Durham blamed the troubles on Lower Canada (French).  His plan was to unite the two colonies, and assimilate the French Canadians.  In 1841, The Act of Union, created a single colony with two provinces Upper Canada, became Canada West and Lower Canada became Canada East.  English 

became the only official language

. [image: image1.emf]
1759:  Battle on the Plains of Abraham

In the spring of 1759, British General James Wolfe, led a fleet of ships up the St. Lawrence.  His goal was to defeat the French at Quebec.  For nine weeks the French and British bombarded each other with cannon fire.  Quebec was in ruins, but still not captured.  With winter fast approaching the British needed to take action.  In the middle of the night of September 12, Wolfe led his 6000 men up the cliffs, onto the Plains of Abraham.  In the morning the French were amazed to see the British troops outside the gates.  French General Montcalm led 4000 troops out to fight the British.  The battle lasted 15 minutes, 1300 soldiers were killed, included both generals.  The French were defeated and the British took control of Quebec.  The following spring the British headed south and took control of Montreal.  New France was defeated.
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1774:  The Quebec Act

British Colonists in The Thirteen Colonies were becoming restless.  They were upset with the British governments Royal Proclamation that gave the interior area to the First Nations.  The British government was worried that the French Canadians, who had also lost land and rights in the Royal Proclamation, would join in rebellion with The Thirteen Colonies.  To appease the French Canadians, the British government passed the Quebec Act.  In this Act:

· Quebec was returned to original size [image: image3.wmf]
· French language rights returned.

· Freedom of religion.   Catholic Church allowed right to tithe.

· French civil law and seigneurial system returned.

1793: Alexander Mackenzie reaches the Pacific Ocean

Alexander Mackenzie, a Nor’Wester solved the puzzle of crossing the Rocky Mountains.  Traveling from Lake Athabasca, down the Peace River and then the Bella Coola River, he reached the Pacific Ocean.  With the help of Métis guide Francois Beaulieu, they became the first group of European’s to cross the continent.
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1763:  Pontiac’s Alliances

Pontiac, leader of the Odawa convinced several First Nations to form an alliance to force the British out of the Ohio River valley.  They were successful in capturing seven British forts, including Detroit.  Pontiac thought the French would help, since he and his allies had assisted the French in their battles against the British.  Unfortunately the French had already been defeated at Quebec and Montreal and were unable to come to his aid.  Pontiac signed an agreement in 1675, with the British guaranteeing that the defeat of the French did not give them rights to First Nation land.
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1829:  Welland Canal Opened

The opening of the Welland Canal provided a link between Lakes Erie and Ontario.  Previously impassable due to Niagara Falls, this canal provided an alternative access route to the Great Lakes, and the ability to ship materials and goods into the interior of North America.  The Welland Canals run for 44 kilometers between the two lakes and consisted of 40 wooden locks.
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1832:  Cholera Epidemic Spreads

Grosse Ile, near Quebec served as the main port of arrival for immigrants arriving to Quebec.  All ships stopped there, in an attempt to control contagious diseases being brought into the area.  The ill and sick were quarantined on the island, unfortunately with few surviving.  Despite this attempt at quarantine, cholera reached Quebec in 1832 and killed over 10% of the population
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November 3, 1817:  Bank of Montreal Founded

The Bank of Montreal became the first permanent bank in British North America.  It was able to supply loans and credit to emerging Canadian companies.  The Bank of Montreal is still in existence today.




July 21, 1836:  First Canadian Railway

The Champlain and St Lawrence Railroad, Canada’s first railroad, official opened.  It ran from La Prairie, across from Montreal, to St-Jean on the Richelieu River a total of 14 miles.  It was made of wooden rails with iron on top, and only ran during the warmer months.  By 1851, The Champlain and St Lawrence ran year round and expanded into Vermont in the United States.  It became the world’s first international railway.
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March 21, 1821:  Hudson Bay Company and Northwest Company merge.

After years of ferocious rivalry, the two major fur trading companies in British North America agreed to a truce.  The Northwest Companies line of forts throughout Canada were absorbed into the Hudson Bay Company’s network.  This left the Hudson Bay Company with a monopoly in the fur trade in British North America.
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July 1755:  Expulsion of the Acadians

The treaty of Utrecht in 1713, gave the area of Acadia (renamed Nova Scotia) to the British.  The Acadians, having been isolated from New France for so long,  developed a unique identity.  The British under the command of Colonel James Lawrence were worried that the Acadians would side with the French, instead of the British if war broke out.  Lawrence gave the Acadians an ultimatum, swear loyalty to the British or face losing their lands.  The Acadians wanted to remain neutral, and refused to take the oath.  From 1755-1762, Acadians were forcible loaded onto ships and sent to New England colonies, the Caribbean, France or England.  Homes, farms and churches were burned and destroyed.  Conditions aboard these ships were deplorable, and one third of the Acadians died of disease or starvation.
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War of 1812

The Napoleonic War between France and Britain in Europe, resulted in conflicts between Britain and the new country of United States.  Britain interfered with the United States by blocking their trade with France and kidnapping American sailors to serve in their army.  They also supported the First Nations in their struggles to retain land.  The United States retaliated by declaring war on the nearest British territory, being Canada.  Americans invaded Canada, expecting the colonist to join them in the fight against Britain.  To the Americans surprise, the British colonists fought back and were joined by First Nations allies.  Canadians fought hard and won many battles.  The War of 1812 ended in 1814, with the Treaty of Ghent.  The 49th parallel was declared the boundary between the two countries. 
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1775:  Rebellion in the 13 Colonies

The colonists in the 13 Colonies were becoming upset with their treatment from Britain  To help pay for the costs of the Seven Year’s War, Britain was heavily taxing these colonies.  They were also only allowed to trade with Britain.  These colonists were beginning to want to have freedom to make their own decisions.  When the Quebec Act gave the Ohio Valley to Quebec and not to the 13 colonies they were enraged and planned to rebel against Britain.  They captured Montreal and marched into Quebec City, believing the French would be glad to be get rid of the British.  The Americans were wrong, as the French fought against them, and they returned south.  The War of Independence continued for several years and in 1776, Britain finally recognized the United States of America.
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1763:  Royal Proclamation

Once Britain had successfully defeated New France they were faced with the decision on how to control the French population.  They had three options, eviction (as with the Acadians), assimilation or accommodation.

They also had to decide how to handle the First Nations as well as the colonists of the 13 colonies.  The British decided to “assimilate” the French and passed the Royal Proclamation.  As a result New France  became Quebec and was significantly smaller. British laws replaced French ones and the governor was appointed by Britain.  The Catholic Church lost its right to tithe and Catholics were not allowed to hold government jobs.  The interior area was given to the First Nations.
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1815-1850:  The Great Migration

After the War of 1812, Britain needed a plan to protect the colonies in North America.  They felt if they could increase the population significantly, it would reduce the threat from the United States.  Between 1815-1850, immigration to British North America was promoted and more than 800,000 new immigrants arrived from England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales.  Conditions in Britain at this time were difficult.  Famine, high populations, low employment and poverty were common.  Immigrants were promised a new chance at life which included free land to all who came.  Vast areas of the west were opened up to these new immigrants and new communities began to develop across the country.
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1855:  Fraser Gold Rush
First Nations living along the Fraser River (British Columbia), brought something other than furs to The Hudson’s Bay Company forts:  GOLD!  Word quickly spread, and the first group of miners arrived from California arrived at Victoria.  Before long there were more than 30,000 prospectors panning for gold along the shores of the Fraser River.  The Gold Rush lead to the creation of the colony of British Columbia.  Conflict with the First Nations over fishing and disease led to the decline of their populations.
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